
s.mce trlevariabres iir qraphs chanqe, specific vocaburary is required to describe these chanqes' Depending on the chanq€

vou3.Hm*di.tseappropriateverbs,nounsandexpressions'asshownbelow:

,---*-*-*--* . deteriorate
be reduced

' slumP

' Plunge

VERBS

-. increase

' goup
. rise (- rose - risen)

. imProve

. climb

shoot uP (- shot uP)

soar

surge

double / triPle

NOUNS
. increase

" rise

' growth

. uPward trend

. imProvement

. boom

. surge

VERBS
. decrease
. decline
. godown , -. fall(- fell - fallen),. \r .\. lil. :. drop , ijl..i.}' \')'*** Ir'

NOUNS
. decrease

. decline

. downward trend
- !^ilr toll

" drop
. deterioration
. reduction

' slump

- plunge

ExamPle:

Sales increased / went up / rose I improved / climbed I

shot up / soared / surged / doubled / tripled in 1998'

ExamPle:

There was a(n) increase / rise I growth / upward trend /

improvement / boom / surge in sales in 1998'

ExamPle:

Sales decreased / declined / went down / fell / dropped

deteriorated / were reduced / slurirped / plunged

in 1998.

ExamPle:

There was a decrease / decline / downward trend / fall /

drop ldeterioration / reductior / slump / plunge in sal

in 1998.

l
i,-,-

tttd*ina 9.ronarrztian
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EXFRESSIONS

. remain steadYlstable

. remain unchanged

. stdY constant

. be at / mainrain the same level

Exarnple:

Sales remained steadY / remained

stable / remained unchanged I stayed

constant / were at the same level /
maintained the same level in 1998'

VERBS

. stabilise

. leveloff

EXPRESSION

. reach a Plaieau

Example:

Sales stabilised / levelled otl /reached a plateau

in '1998.

VERBS

' f luctuate

. rise and fall

EXPRESSION

. qo uP and down

NOUtI

. fluctuation

Example:

Sa{es fluetuated / rose and fell / went up and down

in 1998. 
4

ExamPle:

There was some/a fluctuation in sales in 1 99E'

VERBS / NOUNS

. peak

. climax

EXPRESSIOHS

. reach a Peak

- reach a climax

Examples:

Sales Peaked I climaxed in i99B'

There was a peak / climax in sales in 1 998'

ExamPle:

Sales reached a peak / reached a climax in 1 998'

Writing PreParation B1



t
l:i
ii:
ii
tij,l
i.i
$.
&t

Exercise t
Choose sne of the ePtions frorn

the sentence.to helP You'

the box to fill i* the gaps' Use the explanatians at the end ef

I. ff.q Prgpqfl'pl-of children attendinq nursery school

finally remained steady at about 8506'

2. After the renovations,.the number oi hotel guesis

June.

3. UnemploYment

4. There was a

5. ln China. export rates

Sales

between TOVo and 9O%' and ther:

(went uP and dav;r

qoing from 18O in January,g:UO

(increosed to twice the numbe'

a

5.

7.

ln 1 99O and then decreased slightly in 2OOO'

(went to its highest Pai''

in the percentaqe of citizens who voted' as the number

from 480,6 lo 36%:.
(reduction / le

over the last 8 months at 1 O million dollars per month'

(did not changt:

in the last quarter, qolng lrom 2,ooo units to 1O,OOO units' @ent up quicki't

in 2005.

(at'ter an increase, remained at the same ieveii

After a period of increase, student enrolment

r Exereise 2
ehoosetheTWoansw€rsthataresimilarinnreaning.

lThenumberofaduiisinhiqhereducationsteadilybeiweenlggoand20io.t 'fluctuated climbed
, i ''tse

stayed constant reached a climax

z There was a sudden in ihe saies of electrical appliances durinq the second quarter oi ihe Year but ihis was

lurned around in the third

^l -+^ rr rpld LEqq
^slump plunge

3 Local wrnemakinq output at a level of 3,ooo litres a day from September to octcber before increasing

thereafter.

remained unchanged

4 Towards the dhc af zaa1,the manufacture of motcr vehicles 

- 

before levelling off al ihe beginning of 2oo9'

hot uP deteriorated soared

s Thegraph shows a clear and constant in the nation's support for nuclear power- dur!*q ihe whole period

between 1 99O and 2OOO.

downward trend droP
reak

6 Energy consurnption during the compression staqe of the process' Aftel lhis' ine amount begins falling st

untii packaging begins.

, peaks climaxes

1

lltrilina Drcaarn*ian

stabi;tS€!
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HOW TO DESCRIBE GRAPHSICHARTS

Ghoose the 2 answers that are similar in meaning:
The percentage of working students increased . between 2000 and 2arc.
a. sharply b. dramatically c. steadily

2. There was a ...... rise in the number of intemet sites,
a. gradual b. sudden c. steep

3- computer sales fluctuated ,.. .... for a decade and then stabilized.
a. marginally b. steeply c. slightly

4. There has been a ........... decrease in ticket sales in thefirstquarter.
a. considerable b. moderate c. steady

5. There was a ..... drop in exports in2016.
a. negligible b. significant c. gradual

B. Fiil
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

c.

150

Paraphrase the following sentences so that the meaning remains the same:
1. There was a gradual increase in real estate prices in the year 2010.

Realestate prices
2. Unemployment figures experienced a steep increase over the last decade.

Unemployment figures ... .:. ... ... ..
3. The number of Greek graduates who work abroad surged drastically in 2010.

There was a
4. There has been a sharp drop in the average salary in Greece since the year 2000.

The average salary in Greece
5. Digital technology has improved significanfly in the last century.

There has been a . .. ... .. . .. . . 1.. . .. ..
6. There is a gradual decrease of about 8% in the number of tourists in Kos.

The number of tourists visiting Kos ... ... ... ...

Ghoose the correct preposition: (IELTS, Super Course System, p.g5)
1 . There was a significant rise of i in / bv the number of sick-days that employees took

in2012 as compared to.2010.
2. The figure went from / in / bv 12 days a year and I bv / to 1g days a year.
3. This incrbase in I at / of 6 days in a 2-year period is surprising, considering that it

had decreased in / by / from 10% between 2000 and 2010.
4. At this rate, it is estimated that the figure will surge to I at t of 26 days by the year

2020.

D.

lr+
l

1.



Practice Test 1 - writing

WHITING TASK 1

You shoulC spend abcut 20 minutes *n this task'

The graph below gives in.ici'nreticr. on the perceniage ,:{ peaple rl'.r+:' 65 tn tni'ee cliiierent coi-lntries over a period of

+i^rnIll r fr.

sulrrniarise ine inior.mation by selecting and reporting the main featu;'es, anc n'rake eoirlilarrsOns vvnere relevant'

Write at ieast 150 words.

Percerrtage cf tire populatiotr aged 6-5 ar alder'

-70o/o

1q.o/^

2Aoh

15"/o

iAo/o

}a/o

=-'_""'- Souih Korea

. Denmark

+ Canada

Look at the iitie ano'axes of the

graph first and then look for the main

patterns. in thts case, nate fhe dafes

and think about which tenses You

will need to use.

[Axis (Pl.axes) = cither of the two

iines ot a graPh against which the

pcsttion of Points are measured'l

WRITING TASK 2

You"should spend about 4S minutes on this task'

Write about thb follouring toPic:

A large numner oI s.

stud,,iing in a foreign countr,r,, althoughcttters preter the convenlence of going ia universlty in their own country'

Discuss both points of view and gfve your opinion'

Give i.easons for youi.ans.iiei. and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or expe'ence'

Write at le'ast 250 words.

1950 1970

Plan Yaur answer bY listing the mam

advantages and disadvantages of

.sfudyrng in Your own eouniry and

abroad. Do not state Ycur oPinicn

untilthe canclusiart.

{See Sample Answers - Writing, p'279i,
45



Practice Test 2 - writins

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task'

The charls below show total government spending for the UK in 1995 and 2015'

sumrrlarise this information by selecting ,nJ r"po"rting the main feaiures, and make comparisons where relevant'

Write at least 150 words.

Total Spending uKGovernment 1995 Total Spendjng UK Government 201 5

ffi Transportso/o B o.nrions 14olo

Protection 5olo

Defence 97o

Health care 144/a

Welfare 200/o

Remainder 219'n

TransPort 3olo

Protection 4olo

Defence 60lo

d.-.ILi _.
a -.4 .1 tducatron I l"/o
*-'r* i

Pensions 200/o

Health care i8olo

Welfare 15%

Remainder 230./o

B
-
&€#
&GiG

ffi
Iffi Education 12olo I

WRITING TASK 2

You shoutd spend about 40 minutes on this task'

Write aboui the following toPic:

Compuiet gatiies are not. onty a waste of time buf also cause

pi"iint thim from takini part in more consiraciive acilv,ties.

youns pople to neglect tfieir responsibilities and

Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant exarnpies trgm your own knowledge or

lilgila al iaael ?EO wnrfle

experience.

:
\



Practice Test 3 - Writing
WHITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show teenag*r -clci:i l-'r-r-1i'i .;r"': :ri ii:e UK'

Summarise this information by seieciing anci reponing the main features, ancj

Write at least 150 words,

make comparisons where relevant'

100o/o

B0o/o

6Oa/o

4Ao/o

2oo/o

Oo/o

What information teenagers post on social media

f zoos I i 2015

ii
1lllII

Photo of self School Name Email Address Automatically Phone Number
II
Honre,City /

Town reveal location
when posting

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Writ0 about the following toPic:

'Climate change is one of the mosl serious issues that the warid is facing today.'

Whtat are lre causes of climate change, and what measures should governments lake fo tackle ffie lssue?

Use of social media sites by teenagers in thd UK

2012 2014 2016

Facebook 92Yo 79Yo 63Yo

Twitter 269/o 31Yo 39%

instagram 11Y" 48% 66%

Kik 1ZYo 29Yo

Google+ 3Yo 33Yo 24o/o

Vinc 2A% lO-/o

Tumblr 5% 14Yo 24Yo

Pinterest 104 lYo 27'/o

Others 16Yo 20a/, 11Y,

Give reasons for your answer and inciude any reievant examples from your own knowiecige or experience'

lilrite at least 250 wotds.



Practice Test 6 - writing

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task'

The line graph shows the number ol DVDs that u,rere borrowed in four different months in Zafi from four DVD clubs'

The pie Jhurt.ho*s the percentage o{ DVDs by type that were borrowed during thts time.

summai.ise ihe information by seiecting and reporting the main features, and make compai'isons where i'elevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Number of DVDs borrowed from four DVD clubs Type of DVD borrowed

500

450

400

3s0

300

2_50

200

150

100

trn

WRITING

Drama 144/o Adventure 33olo

January February

- 
Broadway --- Fenwick

' -Newbay *CraYden

TASK 2

k-el- soyc
l.a{rr +h-c ttatt

nf rg,)

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples kom your ovrn knowledge or experience'

Write at least 25g rugrds.

March

ff Cr*" dy 24o/o ! Horror solo

\.u{.(ru. fu*, 4*- fns,....t&*:-.ghu-^-

PiJ'?t-,y-,*1* Lcetv.
f-;*\- rej*,i.d

Some peqple argue thatthe bestway toreduce crime dfo give tonger pflson sentences. Otfiers, however, clai8.

that there qre different,ways to reduce crime whfch raould be muclt more effective.

Discuss bolh. rrier-rys and give your opinion.



Practice Test 7 - writins

WRITING TASK i

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task'

The table shows the top six European countries from which

;;t;;1;to the UK came {rom rn 2011 and 2015' The bar

chai'1 shov,rs the unemployment rate in ihose six European

countries and the UK.

Summarise ihe informaiion by seieciing and reporiirig the

*rin teutrres, and make comparisons where relevant'

Write at ieast i50 words'

EI

o
4

=UJ

)
z
Lrlo
G,tll

2n

25

2A

15

10

E)

n
Portugal Poland HungarY

COUNTNY

WRIT}&IG TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task'

Wrte about the {ollowing toPic:

'mat >ited bY PeoPle and that theY

lnrccentyearsanncreasingnumberofpeoptefeelthatanima,lsshouldnotbeexplc
shourd have thesame righrs as humans,;{4; ii;;;;")rg* inx humans must use animats to suir their various

;€;; 'irir'iti,ti iiuJa productian and scientific research. /

Give reasons for your answer and incrude any relevant exampres trom your own knowredge or experence'

zutt 2015

Poland 615,000 818,000

4ae nnnLLO\Wvv

13?p00

li o,uuu

96,000

140,000

Romania 87,000

Spain 63,000

Ital'y 126,00c

HungarY 50,000

Portugal 96,000

Write at least 250 words'
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I.WRITING TASK 1
itr
,:l

i you snould spend about 20 minutes on this task'

,r.:e pie charts show average student spending at a UK universitv in 1990, 2000 anc 2010'

,Summarise the in:tormation by serecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons is'here relevant'

Write at least 150 words.

Course costs 34%

Rent 34olo

Personal items 120lo

Food 1 1olo

Travel 9olo

Leisure 7olo

Household goods 3olo

Course costs 430/s

Rent 30o/o

Personal items 60lo

Food 9olo

Iravel 4o/o

I

Leisure 60lo

Household goods 2o/o

1ee0 
I

$PENDING (GBt)

H
@re
IIIIIEIIIHI
llltilllHlll

ffi
ffi
T
I

r- "'l
f.'.t:{

ffi
ffi
ffi
ffi
T
-

(

SPENpING (GB8)

{,l
275



lelestS-Writing

2010

sPENDll.lc icBsi

ffi
ffirc
ffi
ffi
ffi
T
I

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task'

Write about the following toPic:

According to government sfatrstics, ilre numb e( of ove(weight chitdren rn weslern society has risen by almost 20%

in the lasi ten years. \
Discr{ss ihe causss and effects of ttrfs dfsfurbing trend.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Course costs 50o,ro

Rent 260lo

Personal items 7olo

Food 5olo

TravelTo/o

Leisure 3%

Household goods 2olo

Itri(
\



Pra-etlee Test '! - Wriilng Task 1

ir Scuth Korea. Denmark and'Canada from

.1950 up untli{heprcgsnt ua,v es T'16;l ri l:'r: :':1r' ' 't' e::' rrr';:';'1u

ln geneial, thegfsph indkiltes tirei. $suih Koica consistently had the smailest percentage of elderly people untilvery

recentry _ this jigure,hars grown and is e;<pected io cerntinue rising sharpry. canada and Denmark had higher numbers

of over 65s, with fluctuaticns rn previcus decades, although t(e propo,"tion of thls age group is predicted to rise

signi{icantly 
!t- t,^-^--^^.^^^nrarr n^ m^ra ation from 1g50 until 1gg0. This

Specifically, elderly people in South Korea reprssentefl nc more than 5% of the populr

figuredoi;bieiie10%overthenexiiwociecaciesandisFre'llcteliir:5on:''ti:ai:;:ti-'x'ri'r;i$i'uoi-lcrn{ourofaiiSoL;ih
Koreans in 2030.

canada i-raciii-re lrighest pi.oportion of eidei'ly, peopie ai 15','*in lgSul icilcYved by llenmark vuith about 7%'ln Denmark'

they stayed the same forthe next 20 years whire canaoa saw tire number increase to 15%' By 1970 Denmark saw an

increase to 15% whereas canada,s percentage di.opoed berovu'that amount. rn 2010, pensionei's in Denmark and

eanada constituted arcuncl 13% anC 15% Of r-he popuiation respecriveiy, Tnis group is estimateci io rise signi{icanity

to nearly 25%inthe former anci app;'oxirnateiy 27aio ifi the ialter by 2030'

Tnelinegraphsneweiheproportionofihenopulail*lar:eiifi5.]ii:i[]\Jei

Practice Test 2 - Writing Task 1

The firsi chart provicjes a breakcjor,vn of the nationai budget of ti':li ,..,' :;' :ili-: .n,r-;iie the seuOt:ci ecill0ares tire cuiii''

Tor Z'-i I 
-r

overail, ii is appai-eni 
,ihai in igg5 r,veiiai.e accounied for tIe iaigesi pici;oi',,i::'i oj ti:e i;udg*i {*iiowed\equaiii' ot

pensions and health care. in contrast, in 20l5 rs:. r: l .,'i.- c,r,Jcaied tire nignest proportion <;i lhe budget' followec

by health care and welfare, which had alsc ilsei-. slrgirily. ii:,,caiioi"i, ce{ence, proteciion ancltrar"::ror"t spending was

smailer in this Year'

Data for spendinc ln .1gg5 ii1j1;Ui*U tirai *ne frt: of tne oudget went io vY6ij&16, 'rr:r!e l4% \^/as 8!ei;; *n pensions ano

the same figr:re *r i:c;itiir eai:e. i-ther i-:ra.1cr area-s of expenditure were eouea-tion ai i2a1o, iolil'r"cd irlr defence at 9"'

cf yearly nationai sPei:Cinq.

ln compa.r.ison, orr,i*.y on pensions grew to 2oo/,in2015, while heaith care expenses |ose to 1Bo"n, anc welfare droppeci

to i5?6. spending on education and deience dropped siightly, io i1 and 6 pe;"cent respeet;veiir. Protection and

iranspori each accounted for iess than 5% of the government buciget.

Practice Test 3 - Writing Task 1
*-: 

tabie gives cietaiied informaiion on whicn sociai meciia siies wer:e ine most popular among British aaolescenis in

- -'r2. 2414 and 2016 while the bar chart illustrates a comparison of what data young people aliowed to appear in their
. re profiies in 2009 and 20i5.

l.:rall, ihe iable shows ihai lnsiagram has rapidly- inereased to become the most popular site,
:::ebook while fwr#er proved increasingly appealing. The graph clearly indicates an increase in
-, g revealed in online profiles by ycung people

h 2A12, Facebaok wa.s a.ccesseel by 92?/" of UK teens, wlrich stea.di!y ciecline.d to T8olo anel 63% in 2A14 anci 2016

respeciively , lnstagram use rapidly climbed from 1i io 48 pei' cent in 2Ai4 and then 66o,i, in 2A16. Tvtifrei" use gie'vr

from a q uarter of all teens in 2At2 io 399'" in 2016. The oiher sociai 
(media 

sites were favoureci by smaii perceniages
nf vnnnn nonnlo in 2.Qll, although thelr use greto,,itl 2014 and despite some fluctuation, between 20 and 30% ofvr yvuily yuvY'e 'rr L

aosleseents aeeesseci ihose sites in 2016,

While at leasi 50% of teens included personal photos, their area of residence and school name in 2009, less than 30%

incir-ided an emaii addi'ess axfl hardly any gave their locaiion or phone ni-rmber. By 2015, the pere eniage of ieenagers
,l;ho inclucled ielephcne numbers \,,as over 509/o, ',shile giving iheir iocation and email address reached 20 and 40 per

cent resoectively.

Itltinn ^',^" +,^-LCn ltlu uvEr il ul t

personal detaris



Practice Test 4 - Writing Task 1

Tlrd maps iliustrate the different features of the ceniral area of a town, comparing its layout fl'om 1 865 with how it

arpeared in 2015.

sverall, it is elear that the town is more dens*iy builtup in the modern era with lmproved transport links' More

**mmercial buildings have appeared 4t the expense oi open spaces and houses 
ved to the

lr lhe east o{ the town centre, a large train station has replaced the bank and pOst office, whieh have mo

r*Er side of High street, where a market once stood in the mid-19th century. Moving west; both sides of High Stroet

**a to r..,ur* niur*rinb , .*"rr sbhoot rhe school has expanded to cover the sntire block whiie a leisure centre

wd bus station lie on the northern $ide'

ta tre west of the town centre, the river and {arm no longer exist, while a park with a boatirrg poOl and two new streets

i.*ve appeared. The town hall is in the Sdme location b-ut now has a travel agent's next io it and across the street a

rffirfre supermarket has been constructed.

Practiee Test 6 - Writing Task 1

The line graph illustrates hgw qan1 DVDs were hired between January and April from four DVD clubs, and the pie

chart provides a breakdowri # *ilnui rino of DVDs were hired at these places in that time frame.'

overail, the number of DVD rentals at Newbay and Crayden were initially high but saw a decline over the period while

Fenwick and Broadway saw a significant inciease, from the least rentals at the start of the year, to the highest after a

few months. Adventure {ilms were the most popular type of DVD rented while comedies and children's programmes

were also hired in significant numbers' ' ':'.

Newbay and crayden DVD eiubs were lending between 300 and 350 DVDs eaqh in January 2014, whereas neither of

ihe other two clubs managed to exceed one hundred. However, Broadway and Fenwick lending figures grew rapidly

in February and surpassed tho*. of Newbay and crayden in March. By April, approximately 150 DVDs were borrowed

irom i.lewbay and about 250 from Crayden. Broadway was the next highest at about 300 and then Fenwick claimed

the highest nurnter at 350. 
1,....... . ,_- , ir: . t,. - .r ;.

Adventure films accounted {er one.third oJ rentals while comedies made up nearly a quarter. The next highest were

children,s DVDS and dramatic films, the former being 18ol. and the lalter 14a/o of all rentals. The lowest percentage of

DVDs borrowed were science fiction and horror films' :- s

Practice Test 7 - Writing Task 1

The table contains figures for the number o{ peopie trom potand, Romania, spain, ltaly, Hungary and Portugal who

settled in the united Kingdom in 201 1 and 201'5, while the bar chart presents the pereentage of jobless peaple in these

same countries as well as in Great Britain'

overail, it is crearthat the number of immigrants entering the uK rose srrarply in 2015 eompared to 2011' Poland

accounted for the highest numbel of peoptJ in ooffr y.urr. unempioyment is at a particularly high level in Spainiut

was relatively low in it,. ux, with the other nations falling between these two'

Aeeording to the tabre, porish immigrants grew from 615,000 in 201'r to B]g,q00 in 2015' ln 2011 ltalian migrants

provided the next highest figure at 126,000,-whire the other c,ountries'all had between 50'000 and 96'000 immigrants

to the uK. rn 201s, immigration from *"I#', .";#;;; iirr.r, doubied while it grew by about 50'000 for ltaly'

HungarY and Portugal. -

spain had the highest number o{ unemproyed peopre, nearly a quarier oi the popu{ation, which was iollowed by

porlugar and rtaiy at 13.5 and 1zpu, ..nfi*rpectivery. *re eastern European nations had unemployment rates of

betwe-en 7o/o dfid 9%, while the UK figure was 6%'

l

i
i

ll
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Practice Test g - Writing Task 1

The pie charts illustrate the main annual expenses for a typical

second for 2000 and the third for 2010'

A siudent,s budget iR 1gg0 saw course costs and rent each taking up about a third of the total' The costs of the course

represented the largest portion of spending in each of the next irvo decades. The remainder of the budget was fairly

w*enly divided across the other expenses'

LTIJ.:::;fi; ";;;i;';r *o",1 3:::::i:.::::::J,:lii::*3':,*ffifl,:r;1ffi$"?i:#,1:*::T#.j;fJ:lfffr?#,'* fi:lli :? ;:','##;:'Hi ". ';;i;''.i, 
o,opp*u srishtrv trom 34'/'to 30% in 2000'

and again bY.another 4% in 2010'

il:;:::Jlffi;;il**therhreech-1iJ131::Il,'.'I;111:i?,Hi',:1',#3,,l;IXn5':T:1iffifl[:
Xffi::';:iilJ;:!,L1llt['JHJT;:"TTtdi:ii];*#;;a 

it**' and traver ,uctuated over the three

:I'r'H:ffi; tffi ;i;A fni gz" respectiverv to rows oi 6% and 4o/"'

student in the United Kingdom, the firsi for 1990' the


