Academic Skills    Formation of Medical Terms 

Precision and specificity are imperative in medicine. Medical or physical conditions and diseases must be thoroughly described in order for communication among doctors all over the world to be effective. Morphology of medical terminology consists of a prefix, a root word and a suffix most of which are of Greek or Latin origin

A Prefix is a word or a group of letters that is placed before the word root to change or modify its meaning. Each prefix has a different meaning. 

	Prefix
	Definition

	A-, an-, in, -un
	No, not, without  involuntary, unload

	Aut-
	Self              automatic

	End(o)-
	Inside          endocrine

	Exo- 
	Outside         exocrine

	Epi-
	Over            epidermis

	Hyper-
	Above    hypertension

	Sub- 
	Under, below, less than normal, secondary   Subcutis 

	Hypo- 
	Insufficient, inadequate 
Hypodermis, hypothyroidism 

	Per- 
	Around pericardium

	Inter 
	Between     intercourse

	Poly-
	Many    polyunsaturated

	Pro-, pre-
	Before, in front of  predetermined

	Post-
	After, at the back of  posterior

	Ultra-
	Excess   ultrasound


Task 7
Use prefixes to form medical terms. Some root (word/letters) are underlined

1. High amount of glucose in the blood  h………………..a 

2. Low amount of glucose h…………………………a

3. Thyroid deficiency. He has h…………………………m

4. Low body temperature  h…………………….a

5. High body temperature h………………………a

6. Within the vein    i……………………s

7. Around the bone p……………………m

8. Low/Lack of red blood cells   a…………….a   

9. Within the cranium   e………………….m
10. Having many cysts  p………………c

A Suffix is a letter or a group of letters that is placed after the word root to change its meaning or function.

	Suffix
	Definition

	-ac, -al, -ar, -ary, -ic, -ose, -ous
	Relevant, pertaining to              cardiac, abdominal, neurological

	-emia
	Blood condition  leukemia 

	-itis
	Condition, inflammation   gastritis

	-ology
	Study of      epidimiology

	-oma
	Tumor      lymphoma

	-pathy
	Disease cardiopathy 

	-is 
	State of, condition, infection
homeostasis, cirrhosis

	-therapy 
	Treatment  chemotherapy


Task 8          Use suffixes to form medical terms. 

1. He had an inflammation on the tendons. He developed t………….

2. She studies Nutrition and Dietetics or D……………….

3. Treatment with aromata is called a………………………

4. He developed a tumor on the glands a……………………..

5. He developed an infection in the uro-genital tract. He developed u………

6. He developed a psychic disease. He has a p……

7.  Glands that secrete saliva are called s…………… glands 

8. In cases of blood accumulation in the blood vessels, h…………………. is developed

9. He developed an inflammation of the lining of the colon. He has c……
10.  He studies about the endocrine system. He studies e…….
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